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Cumulative incidence of suicide attempt comparing 
patients with atopic dermatitis to the control group 

◼ Atopic dermatitis (AD) is associated with an increased risk of mental illness. 

However, few studies have explored the association between AD and suicidal risk.

◼ Between 1997–2013, 5,169 patients with AD and 20,676 controls (1:4) from the 

Taiwan’s National Health Insurance Research Database.

AIM & DESIGH

HIGHLIGHTS LIMITATIONS
◼ Bias related to race, age, and coding might have existed in this retrospective 

cohort study.

◼ The effects of treatments other than systemic steroids for AD on suicide risk 

were not analyzed in this study. 

◼ Individuals with AD were found to have an elevated risk of suicide attempts.

◼ The risk of suicide remained significant in patients with AD of younger age, 

female sex, and those with systemic corticosteroid use for <30 days.

◼ Certain comorbidities increased the suicidal risk, including traumatic head 

injury, major depressive disorder, and asthma.
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